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Comparison of Jeongjae School and Mito School
Philosophical Responses on the Aquisition of Western
Culture

Kim, Ji—eun

The transition from Ming to Qing witnessed the barbarians(5&5k)
replace the Han Chinese and become the Hwa(#) of China. This event
was shocking, overturning the old ideas of Sinocentrism(- A,
Both Joseon and Japan had contemplations over the nature of
Sinocentrism and started to re—establish their identities in international
relations around Qing.

In Joseon, the Confucian culture was based on the idea that the Han
Chinese were the only successor of Sinocentrism, which represented
the value and pride that transcended states and people. Its
transmission represented a historical sense of mission. In Japan,
however, Confucianism remained at the level of social enlightenment
ideology in the moral aspect. Thus, they had an interpretation around
their own state that Sinocentrism was Japan itself rather than
Confucian culture.

Jeongjae School and Mito School developed completely different
patterns of ideological reactions to the external crisis due to their

differences in the perception of Sinocentrism or Confucian social order
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they tried to keep. The first difference emerged in the perception of
Lee() between them. The Jeongjae School of Yeongnam put an
emphasis on the superiority and absoluteness of Lee to safeguard the
tradition of Confucian culture in the middle of ideological threats
represented by the Catholic Church. The Mito School, on the other
hand, discussed the deconstruction of Lee under the influence of
Japan—centered Sinocentrism combined with the believers. Their
emphasis was on the invariability and fixability of Gi.

Regarding the Confucian culture as a symbol of Sinocentrism,
Jeongjae School developed a movement of expelling wickedness in the
ideological aspect of transcending states and people and insisted on
the protection of Confucian society. The Mito School , however,
showed ideological responses to find the top priority in the protection
of Japan's existence and national interest based on the flexible Hwai
theory. These differences in the perception of Sinocentrism and its
changing processes after Qing replaced Ming had huge impacts on the
history of both states.

key words :
Jeongjae School, Mito School, Sinocentrism, Wijeong—chuksa,
Revere the Emperor and expel the barbarians
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